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THE ARTS
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Subject Area Endorsement may be
awarded based on local performance

standard until state performance
requirement is implemented.

COMMON
CURRICULUM

GOALS
CONTENT

STANDARDS
PASS

CRITERIACIM
BENCHMARK 1

(GRADE 3)
BENCHMARK 2

(GRADE 5)
BENCHMARK 3

(GRADE 8)

Learning in and through the arts prepares students for a life enriched through engagement in the creative process, an appreciation of aesthetics and an understanding of the relationships
between the arts and society.  Arts literacy enhances a student’s communication, analytical thinking, problem solving and multi-cultural awareness.
CREATE, PRESENT AND PERFORM:  Apply ideas, techniques and processes in the arts.

Create, present and
perform works of art.

Use essential elements
and organizational
principles to create,
present and/or perform
works of art for a variety
of purposes.

Use experiences,
imagination, essential
elements and organiza-
tional principles to
achieve a desired effect
when creating, present-
ing and/or performing
works of art.

Use experiences,
imagination, observa-
tions, essential elements
and organizational
principles to achieve a
desired effect when
creating, presenting and/
or performing works of
art.

Select and combine
essential elements and
organizational prin-
ciples to achieve a
desired effect when
creating, presenting and/
or performing works of
art.

Select and combine
essential elements and
organizational prin-
ciples to achieve a
desired effect when
creating, presenting and/
or performing works of
art for a variety of
purposes.

Apply the use of ideas,
techniques and problem
solving to the creative
process and analyze the
influence that choices
have on the result.

Explore and describe
the use of ideas,
techniques, and
problem solving in the
creative process (e.g.,
planning, choice of
medium, choice of
tools, analysis and
revision) and identify
the impact of choices
made.

Explore aspects of the
creative process and the
effect of different
choices on one’s work.

Identify the creative
process used, and the
choices made, when
combining ideas,
techniques and problem
solving to produce one’s
work.

Describe the creative
process used, and the
effects of the choices
made, when combining
ideas, techniques, and
problem solving to
produce one’s work.

Explain the choices
made in the creative
process when combining
ideas, techniques, and
problem solving to
produce one’s work, and
identify the impact that
different choices might
have made.

Express ideas, moods and
feelings through the arts
and evaluate how well a
work of art expresses
one’s intent.

Create, present and/or
perform a work of art
that demonstrates an
idea, mood or feeling by
using essential elements
and organizational
principles, and describe
how well the work
expresses one’s intent.

Create, present and/or
perform a work of art
that demonstrates an
idea, mood or feeling.

Create, present and/or
perform a work of art
and explain how the use
of essential elements
and organizational
principles shapes an
idea, mood or feeling
found in the work.

Create, present and/or
perform a work of art by
controlling essential
elements and organiza-
tional principles to
express an intended
idea, mood or feeling.

Create, present and/or
perform a work of art by
controlling essential
elements and organiza-
tional principles and
describe how well the
work expresses an
intended idea, mood or
feeling.

Evaluate one’s own
work, orally and in
writing.

Critique and communi-
cate about one’s own
work, orally and in
writing.

Describe how one’s own
work reveals knowledge
of the arts, orally and in
writing.

AESTHETICS AND CRITICISM: Respond to and analyze works of art, based on essential elements, organizational principles and aesthetic criteria.

Apply critical analysis to
works of art.

Apply knowledge of
essential elements,
organizational prin-
ciples and aesthetic
criteria to the analysis of
works of art, and
identify how the
elements and principles
contribute to the
aesthetic effect.

Recognize essential
elements, organizational
principles and aesthetic
effects in works of art.

Identify essential
elements, organizational
principles and aesthetic
criteria that can be used
to analyze works of art.

Use knowledge of
essential elements,
organizational prin-
ciples and aesthetic
criteria to describe
works of art and identify
how the elements and
principles contribute to
the aesthetic effect.

Use knowledge of
essential elements,
organizational prin-
ciples and aesthetic
criteria to explain the
artistic merit and
aesthetic effect of a
work of art.

Respond to works of art
and give reasons for
preferences.

Respond to works of art,
giving reasons for
preferences and using
terminology that
conveys knowledge of
the arts.

Identify and describe
personal preferences
connected with viewing
or listening to a work of
art using terminology
that conveys knowledge
of the arts.

Describe personal
preferences and identify
how essential elements
and organizational
principles in a work of
art contribute to those
preferences.

Describe personal
preferences for works of
art using aesthetic
criteria and identify
how essential elements
and organizational
principles contribute to
the aesthetic effect.

Explain personal
preferences for works of
art based on an analysis
of how the essential
elements and organiza-
tional principles
contribute to the work’s
artistic merit.

Critique one’s own
work using self-selected
criteria that reveal
knowledge of the arts,
orally and in writing.

Critique the artistic
choices made in
creating a work of art
and their impact on the
aesthetic effect, orally
and in writing.

Critique the artistic
merit of one’s own work
using aesthetic criteria,
orally and in writing.

Recognize, examine,
and understand the
elements and principles
that are common across
various art forms or
disciplines.

Recognize and under-
stand the creative
process within various
art forms or disciplines.

Communicate an
understanding of various
art forms or disciplines.

Use appropriate sound
production, blend, and
balance (in ensembles),
and use accurate
intonation.

Use correct rhythms and
pitches, execution
(control) of dynamics,
and articulation.

Use an expression and
style of interpretation
that is appropriate to the
composer’s intent,
including tempo,
phrasing, and dynamics.

Recognize the signifi-
cance of experiences
with the arts and reflect
on the performance or
creation of an artistic
work.

Perform music for a
public audience.
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Subject Area Endorsement Requirements
Subject area endorsement requirements for The Arts will be set by the State Board of
Education based on the state’s academic content standards. School districts may award a
Subject Area Endorsement in The Arts using local performance standards founded on the
state’s content standards until subject area endorsement requirements are phased in. An
implementation timeline has been approved by the State Board of Education. For the
2006-07 school year, districts may adopt the field tested performance requirement for
The Arts. See page 35A.

Understand the interre-
lationships among art
forms.

Describe how essential
elements and organiza-
tional principles from
various arts disciplines
can be integrated in a
work of art and identify
how they contribute to
the aesthetic effect,
overall idea and impact
of the work.

Identify the disciplines
used in an integrated
work of art.

Describe how essential
elements and organiza-
tional principles from
various arts disciplines
are used in an integrated
work of art.

Explain the distinctive
ways that essential
elements and organiza-
tional principles from
various arts disciplines
are used in an integrated
work of art and identify
their impact on that
work.

Explain the roles of
essential elements and
organizational prin-
ciples from various arts
disciplines in an
integrated work of art
and identify how they
contribute to the
aesthetic effect, overall
idea and impact of the
work.

Understand how events
and conditions influ-
ence the arts.

Explain the influence of
events and conditions
on works of art.

Identify an event or
condition that influ-
enced a work of art.

Identify and describe
the influence of events
and/or conditions on
works of art.

Distinguish the influ-
ence of events and
conditions on works of
art.

Explain the influence of
events and conditions
on an artist’s work.

Distinguish works of art
from different societies,
time periods and
cultures.

Distinguish works of art
from different societies,
time periods and
cultures, emphasizing
their common and
unique characteristics.

Identify social, histori-
cal and cultural
characteristics in a work
of art.

Identify and relate
common and unique
characteristics in works
of art that reflect social,
historical, and cultural
contexts.

Identify and relate
works of art from
different societies, time
periods and cultures,
emphasizing their
common and unique
characteristics.

Describe and distinguish
works of art from
different societies, time
periods, and cultures,
emphasizing their
common and unique
characteristics.

Understand how the arts
can reflect the environ-
ment and personal
experiences within a
society or culture, and
apply to one’s own work.

Explain how a work of
art reflects the artist’s
environment and
personal experience
within a society or
culture, and apply to
one’s own work.

Describe how art from
the student’s community
reflects the artist’s
environment and
culture.

Describe how works of
art from various historic
periods reflect the
artist’s environment,
society and culture.

Explain how works of
art from around the
world reflect the artist’s
environment, society
and culture.

Explain how works of
art reflect the artist’s
personal experience,
environment, society
and culture and apply
this knowledge to one’s
own work.

Understand the place of
the arts within, and their
influences on, society.

Explain how the arts
serve a variety of
personal, professional,
practical, economic,
community and cultural
needs.

Describe how the arts
serve a variety of
purposes in the student’s
life, community and
culture.

Describe how the arts
serve a variety of
purposes and needs in
other communities and
cultures.

Explain how the arts
serve a variety of
purposes, needs and
values in different
communities and
cultures.

Explain the connections
among the arts, career
opportunities, and
quality of life in the
context of personal,
practical, community
and cultural needs.

Describe how the arts
can influence individu-
als, communities and
cultures.

Recognize how the arts
can influence an
individual’s life.

Describe how the arts
have influenced various
communities and
cultures.

Explain the influence of
the arts on individuals,
communities and
cultures in various time
periods.

Explain the influence of
the arts on human
behavior, community
life and cultural
traditions.

Recognize exemplary
works, artists, move-
ments, and historical
developments in the
arts.

Analyze social/cultural
perspectives in the arts,
within a work of art, or
in varied responses to a
specific work.

Understand the histori-
cal, cultural, artistic,
and/or personal context
in which a work of art
was created.

Understand the roles of
the arts in empowering
people and enriching
their lives.

Understand how
assumptions, values,
organizations, and
conditions of societies
influence artistic
creations.

Understand how the arts
influence, shape, and are
used to change or
preserve societies.

*Note: The PASS Standards have options for students to exhibit skill in one of the following disciplines of the arts: theatre, visual arts, music, or dance. The criteria for music are listed
here as an example. To see the criteria for the other disciplines, go to http://pass.ous.edu/ and click on the Documents link.
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HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES:  Understand the relationship of works of art to their social, historical and cultural contexts, and the influence of the arts on
individuals, communities and cultures.

AESTHETICS AND CRITICISM: (Continued)


